viii                        INTRODUCTORY NOTE

which does not deserve more than an intermediate accent at
most.

Some statement should also be made about the statistical
material which is occasionally presented throughout this study.
Except when there is a specific statement to the contrary, the
present writer is responsible for it. Any such material is always
open to the charge that some instances counted under a certain
heading are disputable;1 that the compilation of frequency, in
other words, is somewhat dependent on the compiler's judgment.
A true pyrrhic foot, for example, may be very rare indeed; for
one of the syllables in a so-called pyrrhic may almost always be
pronounced with slightly more stress than the other. Again,
what strictly constitutes hovering accent or a spondaic foot is
often a matter of caprice. But although the compilation of
another analyst might differ somewhat, it is improbable that
the difference would be sufficiently marked to alter, the conclu-
sions. It is possible that the significance of some of the statistical
material could be questioned on another, if slighter, ground.
Statistics are, of course, a complicated matter, and it is entirely
possible that simple percentages indicating frequency of occur-
rence are not completely conclusive. Without pleading how
rarely one may find a statistician who is also interested in
English verse, I would strongly emphasize that this material is
included simply for what it is worth and left to the judgment of
the reader. Many students have often wished, in reading metrical
or even stylistic works, that they know more exactly how com-
mon a particular phenomenon was. With the belief that statis-
tical notes are at least more helpful than general statements,
such notes have been included for readers who may have this
desire.

A final word of caution seeins advisable. A conscious purpose,
in a general form, may have been undeniably present in the
miad of a writer studied; but stylistic and especially prosodic
studies must appear, by their very nature, to attribute to him
a more analytically conscious intention in specific instances than
there is warrant for assuming. An attempt has been made in

1 Particularly disputable would be the placing of the caesura. In any relatively
long passage of English pentameter verse, from a sixth to a quarter of the lines
contain so slight a pause as to raise the question whether a caesura exists at all. In
tfee analyses of caesaral placing, however, for the practical purposes of this study, I
fe*ve included all lines, however slight the pause.